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Sri Lanka……………

Island (area- 65,000 km 2)
Population - 20 millions



One of the Global Biodiversity Hotspots



Pteridophyte flora of Sri Lanka
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Epiphytic ferns of Sri Lanka 
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Cyathea srilankensis Ranil
Cyathea sledgei Ranil et al.
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2. New records to the island 
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Pyrrosia piloselloides (L.) M.G.Price ???

India and South East Asia



Pyrrosia niphoboloides (Luerss.) M.G. Price ???

Endemic to Madagascar 
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3. Rediscovery of supposed to be extinct species



� 2�������
���
�

� #
���
������

� 1
����
�

������C���'��
��
���C�����

� (���
�����

��

� DC����'����
���
�

%���
����������������	3�
���������	��>	
��	
��

5@<���<�A�



Possible reasons for their apparent extinction
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Lindsaea repens (Bory) Thwaites Teratophyllum aculeatum Mett.



4. Ecosystem services 
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Future Research Priorities 
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1. Island wide survey on pteridophyte flora of Sri L anka    

[based on field exploration]
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About 35% specimens are 
deposited at the Herbarium, 
Royal Botanic Gardens, 
Kew, London  
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3. International collaboration 

Lack of 

• Pteridologists

• Local knowledge, experience  and 

funding

Thus, international Collaboration is 

necessary.

• For sharing of information.



4. Develop as an ornamental plants in floriculture 
industry     

Dominated by introduced species 



Thank you for your
attention


